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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent a trap from being overheated 
and deteriorated in function by detecting the temperature 
of an exhaust pipe at the downstream side of the trap 
and reducing the quantity of electric current fed into the 
trap when the detected temperature is over the specified 
value. 

CONSTITUTION: Based on the counted value of a 
revolution speed from a pulse generator 40, the 
refreshing time of the trap is detected and an exhaust 
throttle valve 28 and a heater 26 are then operated to 
increase the temperature of a filter member 24. As a 
result, burning thereof may be started. After particles 
inside the filter 24 are ignited, the exhaust throttle valve 
28 is released and electricity is removed from the heater 

26. A temperature signal from a temperature sensor 46 is detected. Based on the detection, a 
flow rate control valve 18 is controlled to increase the flow rate of exhaust gas, namely, to 
reduce the quantity of air in exhaust gas which flows into the trap 20. The control is performed 
according to a program which is stored inside a control circuit 34. 
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